Top Ten VS Climbs at Stanage
A varied selection from along the crag, giving a good flavour of the variety on offer at the old rocks. The list includes a good few classics but if they are busy find another VS nearby to fill in the time - even the ones without stars are worth the effort. Knock this lot off in a weekend and even the most jaded climber should be reminded of what it’s all about. You should find the obligatory jams, fine slabs, a few cracks, the inevitable traditional fight, rounded breaks and the odd bit of elephant's anatomy!
Fern Crack (4c***)
Big route, difficult start and the finishing crack is no push over; not for the faint of heart. 
High Neb Buttress (4c***)
Do it late on a summers evening, enjoy the view once you have done the difficult bit and spare a thought for the original leader (who did it solo, before sticky boots). 
Mississippi Buttress (4c***)
One of the best that grit has to offer, it really doesn't get much better than this. No soft touch.
Hargreaves Original [aka Black Slab] (4c***)
All that is best in slab climbing between rounded breaks. Add to the excitement by leaving the camming devices in the sack!
Wall End Slab (5a**)
Technical start, look at the direct and head left. Take another look at the direct from the traverse and then romp to the top. Nice.
Paradise Arete (4c*)
Better than the neighbouring wall [also VS 4c - Ed]. The crux teaches you what will and will not work on grit, and you have to believe. VDiff for anyone over 5' 8"!
Central Trinity (4c***)
One for a quiet day; warm up on Christmas Crack and Right Hand Trinity then go for it. The 5b direct adds to the excitement and pleasure.
Step Ladder Crack (4c**)
It just keeps coming even when "you think its all over"; a fat Camalot calms the nerves. In the unlikely event of in-situ parties, have a go at Heaven Crack (VDiff ***).
Via Media (4c*)
An enjoyable solo. [Very like Central Trinity but shorter - Ed.]
Arrow Crack (5a)
Fine solo in a grassy bay far away from the maddening crowds.

