Lundy
(Bristol Channel)
Rock Type: Granite
How To Get There

A stay on Lundy will inevitably involve contact with the Landmark Trust, who run the island. They can be reached at Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, Berks,SL6 3SW ; Tel: 01628 825925. They will advise you on the type of accommodation available and the sailing times of the main access vehicle, the m.s Oldenburg. This is a ship slightly bigger than a trawler but well fitted out. It sails from either Ilfracombe or Bideford. For the wealthy there is a helicopter charter service available from Hartland Point-- a ten minute flight as opposed to the two hours' pitch, roll and yaw of the Oldenburg.

Comments

Possibly the best sea cliff climbing in the U.K. but, as the brochures will tell you , the island is a unique experience anyway. Nesting restrictions apply to about 75% of the island's routes during the usual period. Many routes involve tidal access which may/may not be seen as a bonus. In any event, it makes sense to take two ropes per person.

The granite varies from the most perfect rock you will ever climb on to a sort of loosely thrown- together demerara sugar confection. You pays your money. (Some say this is the island's motto…)

Suggested Routes

Going clockwise from the S.W. tip.

OLD LIGHT CLIFF

SAFFRON:E2 5c; good, well-protected arete climbing.

ASAFOETIDA:E1 5a/b;good slab climbing in cracks. 

BEWARE: both these routes involve an approach which may intimidate newcomers to sea-cliff climbing. See the guide.

SUNSET PROMONTORY

ECLIPSE:V.S.4c; excellent chimney and face route, a bit bold. Low tide access preferable to the complications of the abseil approach.

LANDING CRAFT BAY

INDY 500: E1/2 5b:Crack climbing up a wall. Brilliant.

FORMULA ONE: H.V.S.5a/b; Lundy's "Great North Road" but a bit harder.

SHAMROCK:V.S.; corner climbing. A perfect introduction to Lundy granite.

HOLIDAY IN CAMBODIA:E1 5a. Routes are given this grade for one of two reasons. This route is not strenuous (clue).

MATT BLACK:E3 5c: bar-room consensus is that this is a soft touch but the start is serious.

THE BATTERY

HORSEMAN'S ROUTE: H.Severe; better than the famous and nearby Diamond Solitaire.

DOUBLE DIAMOND:H.V.S.5 b; better and harder than its parent route.

NEEDLE ROCK

(soul-destroying descent; several ropes the best bet; you've got to get back up...)

INTEGRITY: Severe; brilliant; direct finish no harder than that of the guide.

INVINCIBLE:V.S.4c; equally good; v. airy.

DEEP ZAWN

QUATERMASS:E2 5b; Good if you like dark, smelly, noisy places...

DEVIL'S CHIMNEY CLIFF

FIFTH APPENDAGE:E1 5b;corner and wall climbing; long and dodgy low tide approach.

IMMACULATE SLABS

IMMACULATE SLAB:H.V.S 5a; immaculate but not slab climbing 

PATHFINDER SLABS

ON THE BEACH:E2/3 5c; massive route; wild second pitch..

GRAND FALLS ZAWN

AMERICAN BEAUTY:E1 5a/b; possibly the route of the island. 2 slab pitches and a corner. 2 rope ab. approach or death defying low tide entry;(you could use a rope, I suppose)

BIG ZAWN

THE OCEAN:E1 5b;THE route of the island, unless you're squeamish about bristly rock. 4 pitches take you from sea level to the top of the plateau, culminating in a pitch crossing three overlaps onto a slabby headwall.

DEVILS SLIDE

THE SLIDE:H.Severe; outstanding; go late to avoid the queues.

SATAN'S SLIP:E1 5a; Etive style climbing with finger pockets.

FEAR OF FAUST:E1 5a; same as S.S. but more independent

Further north there are many smaller zawns containing a wealth of good routes but the topography becomes increasingly complex and a lot of time can be spent seeking out climbs in these areas. The DIAMOND is an obvious item of interest if you climb at E4 and above, situated just north of The Slide.

This is a selective list based on routes that I have led or where I have shared the lead. I have left out a good many classic climbs because I can't comment on the leader's grade.

Guide Book: LUNDY : Gary Gibson and Paul Harrison;C.C.

Local Facilities

Varies between the campsite and a number of cottages, some of which are neo-palatial. IT IS ALL EXPENSIVE but hey (as they say) this is a unique island experience. Group accommodation is also available.

PUBS: the MARISCO Tavern, centre of this tiny universe. Beer, food,shelter.

FOOD:The shop. Annie will be ever so grateful to see you, mate. ( 1997 )

HYPERLINK "http://www.lbell.demon.co.uk/" 

